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Sand  bach  Urban  District  Council 


REPORT 


on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District 
for  the  Year  ended  3  1st 
December,  1951. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  D.  CORMAC,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 


( Resigned  September,  1951) 

H.  R.  DUGDALE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

( Acting  from  Oct.  to  Dec.,  1951) 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

N.  A.  ROGERS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Sandbach  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1951  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Sandbach. 

During  this  year  your  former  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  C.  Dove  Cormac,  left  to  take  up  another  appointment  in 
September,  and  from  the  time  of  his  departure  to  the  end  of 
the  year  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  under¬ 
taken  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Dugdale,  of  Macclesfield.  The  Report  is 
presented  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  last  year,  in  that 
comment  is  made,  both  on  the  environmental  Health  Services 
provided  by  the  Urban  District  together  with  reports  on  the 
Heath  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  far  as  they 
apply  to  Sandbach. 

Compared  with  1950  there  is  an  increase  in  the  death  rate. 
This  is  accounted  for  mainly  by  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  due  to  heart  disease  and  in  the  category  of  “defined 
and  ill-defined  diseases.”  This  latter  classification  covers  such 
conditions  as  senility. 

Housing  remains  one  of  the  most  important  health 
functions  of  the  Council,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
steady  progress  is  being  maintained. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  and  in  particular  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers,  who  has  been  of  such  great  assistance  to 
me  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population  ... 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

...  9,301 

Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  births — Legitimate  . 

...  124 

70 

54 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

4 

— 

Still  births — Legitimate  . 

3 

1  . 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  mid 
1951—13.7. 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation — 15.5. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 22.1. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population — .32. 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total  popula¬ 
tion — .36. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows: — 

Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate  .  6  4  2 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  46.8 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  29.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  48.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0 

Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages  .  125  68  57 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  .  13.4 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 

population  .  12.5 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
within  the  district  during  the  year  : — 

Cause  Total  Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  5 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  — 

Syphilitic  disease  .  — 

Diptheria  .  * — 

Whooping  Cough  .  — 

Meningococcal  infections  .  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  — 

Measles  .  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  — 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  .  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  .  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  .  — 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms  6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1 

Diabetes  .  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  5 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1 

Other  heart  diseases  . . 15 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . .  1 

Influenza  .  6 

Pneumonia  .  3 

Bronchitis  .  4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum  . .  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  — 

Congenital  malformations  .  2 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ...  47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  1 

All  other  accidents  .  — 

Suicide  . — 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  — 


2 


—  2 

23  24 

1  — 


Total  ...  125  68  57 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Other  maternal  causes  .  0 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births — 0. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  report  to  the  South- 
East  Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  concerning 
various  aspects  of  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  services  as 
applicable  to  Sandbach. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Marriott  House  is  being  used  as  a  Health  Clinic  for  the 
various  services  provided  by  the  County  Council.  Regular 
Infant  Welfare  Sessions  are  held,  together  with  an 
Ophthalmic  Clinic  and  an  E.N.T.  Clinic  periodically.  In 
addition,  the  School  Dentist  from  time  to  time  makes  use  of 
these  premises.  The  main  function  of  Marriott  House,  how¬ 
ever,  would  appear  to  be  the  provision  of  County  Library 
facilities  and  as  a  result  of  this  serious  congestion  and  impair¬ 
ment  of  the  Health  Services  occurs.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
in  the  future,  other  accommodation  will  be  necessary  for  these 
Health  Services,  not  only  for  carrying  on  with  their  existing 
work,  but  also  to  provide  amenities  for  developing  Health 
Education,  Mothercraft  and  Ante-natal  work. 


Infants  Welfare 


Statistics 


Total 

No.  of 
Clinics 

Cases 
seen  by 

Average 
per  Clinic 
seen  by 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

held 

Doctor 

Doctor 

0—1  1—5 

107  17 

0—1  1—5 

1363  834 

51 

765 

15 

New 

Total 

No.  of 
Clinics 

Average 

Cases 

Attendances 

held 

per  Clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  . 

.  14 

89 

32 

2.8 

E.N.T.  Clinic  . 

.  9 

10 

10 

1 

Home  Nursing  Service 

Home  Nursing  is  carried  out  by  two  Nurses  resident  in 
the  town.  They  are  : — 

Nurse  Address  Tel.  No. 

E.  M.  Deane,  5  Elworth  Street,  Sandbach .  Sandbach  256 

E.  E.  Gerrard,  639,  Crewe  Rd.,  Wheelock,  Sandbach. 

Sandbach  281 

These  nurses  are  available  to  General  Practitioners  who 
require  Home  Nursing  for  their  patients. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


The  scheme,  commenced  in  1948  for  the  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  Vaccination 
against  Smallpox,  is  going  on  satisfactorily. 

In  addition  to  the  work  carried  on  by  General 
Practitioners  in  their  surgeries,  special  sessions  are  arranged 
from  time  to  time  for  school  children.  Also,  the  Welfare 
Centres  are  used  not  only  for  propaganda  purposes,  but  also 
as  clinics  for  immunisation  and  vaccination. 

It  is  most  essential  to  maintain  a  high  percentage  of 
immunised  children  in  the  community  if  Diphtheria  is  not  to 
return  as  a  major  killing  disease.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
young  married  mother  of  today  is  beginning  to  lose  her  dread 
of  this  disease  because  of  its  present-day  infrequency,  with 
the  result  that  in  this  country  as  a  whole  there  is  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  children  presented  for  immunisa¬ 
tion.  I  am  pleased  to  report,  however,  that  in  our  district  we 
have  managed  to  increase  the  number  of  immunisations 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  infants  presented  for  vaccination  shows 
a  marked  fall.  Whilst  Smallpox  remains  such  a  rare  disease 
in  this  country,  it  is  not  surprising  that  many  mothers  do  not 
look  on  this  procedure  as  necessary.  The  medical  profession 
as  a  whole,  however,  cannot  take  so  sanguine  a  view  of  the 
matter,  and  it  is  considered  essential  that  babies  should  be 
vaccinated  before  the  age  of  six  months.  At  this  age  vaccina¬ 
tion  is  never  a  serious  procedure,  whereas,  if  it  has  to  be 
carried  out  when  the  child  is  older  it  can  have  serious 
reactions. 


Statistics 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Pre-school  children  .  61 

School  children  .  40 


101 

Reinforcing  injections  .  58 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-school  children  .  8 

School  children  .  — 


Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) 


Pre-school  children  .  9 

School  children  .  1 
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Primary  Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  .  29 

School  children  .  1 

Adults  . 9 

39 


Re- Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  .  — 

School  children  .  — 

Adults  .  19 

19 


Ambulance  and  Sitting-Case  Car  Transport 

The  Sandbach  Ambulance  Committee  continues  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  bulk  of  the  service  for  the  district,  acting  as  agents 
for  the  County  Council.  In  addition  to  two  ambulances  for 
stretcher  cases  they  have  now  provided  a  Utilicon  Car  for 
sitting  cases.  This  Utilicon  can  in  an  emergency  be  used  as 
an  ambulance. 

The  work  of  the  Ambulance  Committee  is  most  satis¬ 
factory  and  has  provided  an  efficient  service  at  reasonable 
cost. 

The  problem  of  transporting  sitting  cases  was  helped  out 
by  the  use  of  private  taxi  firms  in  the  town. 

Ambulance  Figures — 1951 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

MILEAGES  1727  1285  1246  1094  1175  1396  1438  1611  980  1569  866  1020 

JOURNEYS  ...  63  35  48  44  50  41  57  57  41  53  35  36 

PATIENTS  ....  99  56  73  58  62  75  82  87  63  85  51  46 
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Domestic  Help  Service 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in 
Sandbach  during  1951.  are  as  follows: — 

Home  Helps  employed  during  1951 : 

Full  time  .  1 

Temporary  .  2 

Casual  .  1 

4 

Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1951 : 

Full  time  . .  1 

Temporary  .  1 

Casual  .  — 

2 

Applications  received  during  1951 : 

Confinement  . 15 

Sickness  .  5 

Tuberculosis  .  1 

Aged  and  Infirm  .  3 

24 

Cases  attended  during  1951 : 

Confinement  .  16 

Sickness  .  7 

Tuberculosis  . 1 

Aged  and  Infirm  . .  3 

27 

There  has  been  a  definite  increase  in  the  demand  for  this 
most  useful  service.  It  should  be  realised  that  the  provision 
of  Domestic  Help,  whilst  fulfilling  a  most  useful  function,  also 
helps  to  relieve  pressure  on  the  hospital  beds,  particularly  for 
maternity  cases  and  old  people. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  F.  Rowntree,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board, 
for  the  following  information. 

The  quality  of  the  treated  water  supplied  to  Sandbach 
Urban  District  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

The  raw  water  is  polluted  and  contains  iron.  The  iron 
content  makes  abstraction  from  the  site  at  Arclid  difficult 
due  to  choking  of  the  slots  in  the  27  tube  wells  and  the  sand 
and  gravel  surrounding  these  wells. 

The  yield  from  the  Arclid  site  is  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demands  of  domestic  and  industrial  extension  within  the  area. 
Additional  limited  quantities  of  water  are  being  supplied  to 
the  Sandbach  area  from  other  sources. 

A  complete  failure  of  supply  in  this  area  could  be  readily 
brought  about  by  a  breakdown  of  the  obsolete  pumping  plant 
including  suction  pumps,  line  shafting  and  motive  power 
which  is  not  duplicated.  The  storage  for  the  Sandbach  Urban 
District  is  a  60,000  gallons  capacity  water  tower,  which  in 
the  event  of  a  breakdown  would  last  for  approximately  three 
hours. 

The  carrying  capacity  of  the  whole  distribution  system  is 
greatly  reduced  by  chemical  deposits  in  the  pipes  (a  legacy 
from  the  pre-war  years  when  the  treatment  plant  was  grossly 
over-run,  there  not  being  enough  spare  water  to  pump  out  the 
sedimentation  tanks  at  the  required  intervals).  Owing  to 
these  blockages  and  increased  industrial  consumption  there 
are  serious  shortages  of  domestic  supplies  in  the  Ettiley 
Heath  area,  but  the  main  proposed  to  remedy  the  trouble  has 
been  deferred  by  the  Ministry  owing  to  restriction  on  capital 
expenditure. 

The  actual  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Sandbach 
Urban  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951,  was 
124,019,000  gallons.  The  population  was  9,301,  all  of  which  are 
supplied  from  piped  water  mains.  The  daily  consumption  of 
320,000  gallons  represents  34.4  gallons  per  head  per  day  for 
all  purposes. 

The  industrial  consumption  is  estimated  at  65,000  gallons 
per  day. 

Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  taken  at  weekly 
intervals. 
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The  water  in  this  district  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

There  has  not  been  any  need  for  action  in  respect  of  con¬ 
tamination. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  not  been  any  undue 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  District  throughout  the 
year. 

Food  Poisoning 

In  July,  1951,  an  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred 
affecting,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  some  28  persons. 

Local  investigations,  together  with  examination  of  speci¬ 
mens  and  swabs  at  the  Public  Plealth  Laboratory,  revealed 
that  the  Food  Poisoning  arose  through  consumption  of  some 
pork  brawn  prepared  and  sold  by  a  Sandbach  butcher.  Staph- 
Aureus  of  the  same  phage-types  were  isolated  from  the  nose 
of  the  butcher,  from  lesions  on  his  hands,  from  the  brawn 
itself,  and  from  the  faeces  of  persons  affected  with  the  poison¬ 
ing.  The  sequence  of  events  appeared  to  be  as  follows : — 

(a)  The  butcher’s  nose  was  infected  with  the  organism,  and 
it  can  probably  be  assumed  that  this  was  the  reservoir 
of  infection. 

(b)  Lesions  on  the  butcher’s  hands  probably  became  con¬ 
taminated  from  the  nose  and  were  effectively  colonised 
by  the  organism. 

(c)  The  meat  was  hand-picked  during  preparation  and  after 
cooking,  the  organisms  thus  being  transferred  from  the 
hands  to  the  food. 

(d)  The  prepared  brawn  was  allowed  to  stand  at  atmos¬ 
pheric  temperature  for  some  15  hours  before  being 
placed  in  a  refrigerator.  At  atmospheric  temperature 
the  development  of  bacteria  and  toxins  would  be 
facilitated  and  the  subsequent  refrigeration  would  not 
destroy  them. 

(e)  The  brawn  was  eventually  sold  to  customers  some  of 
whom  were  affected  by  symptoms  of  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting  through  eating  it,  and  several  of  the  cases  were 
severely  ill. 

In  a  number  of  cases  it  was  possible  to  contact  persons 
who  had  purchased  some  of  the  brawn  in  time  to  prevent 
their  eating  it,  and  undoubtedly  many  more  people  would  have 
suffered  but  for  this  prompt  action.  All  the  infected  persons 
recovered  in  due  course. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1951 
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Food  Poisoning  . 


TUBERCULOSIS 


For  comparative  purposes  I  have  recorded  the  notifica¬ 
tions  of  Tuberculosis  during  1951  in  conjunction  with  the 
notifications  of  this  disease  received  each  year  since  1942. 


Notifications — 1942  to  1951 


MALE 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945  1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950  1951 

P 

NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP  P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP  P  NP 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5-15 

1 

2 

2 

1 

15-25 

1 

1 

3  1 

1  1 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

35-45 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45-55 

2 

55-65 

2 

1 

1 

1  1 

65  and 

over  1 


FEMALE 


Up  to 
1  year 


1-5 

1 

1 

3 

5-15 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

15-25 

2 

1 

2 

25-35 

1 

2 

1 

1 

35-45  1 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  and 

over 

Total  5 

6 

3 

3 

6 

5 

2  4  4  1  4  2 

4  7 

4 

1  4 

2  3  — 

Deaths — 1942  to  1951 


MALE 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

Up  to 
1  year 


1-5 

1  1 

5-15 

15-25 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

1  1 

1 

1 

65  and 

over  1 


FEMALE 

Up  to 
1  year 

1-5  1 

5-15 


15-25 


25-35 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

1 

1 

1 

65  and 

over 

Total  — 

3  2 

1  3  - 

1  —  — 

1  1  —  1  - 

-  1  - 

-  1  - 

-  5  — 

Only  3  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  Sandbach  inhabitants  on  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  41. 
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The  following  sections  of  this  report  have  been  compiled 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Apart  from  sewers  laid  down  for  housing  purposes  on  the 
Crewe  Road  Estate  no  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

It  is  possible  to  report  a  much  more  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  than  that  which  existed  twelve  months  ago. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  an  additional 
Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  and  engaged  more  men  for  the 
work.  An  excellent  service  was  envisaged,  but,  unfortun¬ 
ately,  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  full  complement  of 
loaders  restricted  our  efforts  from  time  to  time.  However, 
by  the  end  of  the  year  a  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse 
was  in  operation  and  there  were  good  prospects  of  maintain¬ 
ing  this  cycle  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Credit  must  again  be  given  to  the  Refuse  Collection 
employees  who  have,  on  the  whole,  worked  loyally  and 
conscientiously  to  improve  the  service.  The  collection  of 
household  refuse  is  probably  in  the  public  eye  more  than  any 
other  Council  service,  and  generally  members  of  the  public  are 
less  tolerant  over  this  matter  which  affects  them  individually ; 
yet  is  it  remarkable  how  few  complaints  are  received  from 
householders  in  this  district. 

Last  year’s  Report  indicated  that  the  Council  had  agreed 
to  institute  a  Council-owned  dustbin  scheme  as  envisaged  by 
Section  75  (3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  It  was  later 
decided  to  defer  the  operation  of  this  scheme  in  view  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  bins  consequent  upon  the 
Government’s  restriction  on  the  use  of  various  metals. 

Most  of  the  refuse  collected  during  the  year  has  been 
tipped  on  low-lying  land  at  Hind  Heath  Sewage  Works.  This 
has  the  dual  advantage  of  reclaiming  otherwise  useless  land 
at  these  works  and  of  conserving  the  tipping  space  on  the 
official  tip  at  Malkins  Bank. 

Conservancy  and  Conversions 

The  Council  has  continued  the  collection  and  emptying  of 
pail  closets  by  direct  labour  and  the  scheme  is  operating 
satisfactorily. 
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Water  closets  have  been  installed  voluntarily  at  four 
more  houses,  in  two  cases  replacing  pail  closets  and  in  the 
other  two  being  substituted  for  privy-middens.  In  only  one 
of  these  cases  was  it  possible  to  connect  to  the  sewer,  septic 
tanks  being  provided  in  the  other  three  cases. 

It  is  possible  to  report  with  some  satisfaction  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  water  closets  for  20  pail  closets  at  one  large 
works  where  both  sexes  are  employed. 

Salvage 

The  position  regarding  salvage  improved  very  substan¬ 
tially  during  the  year,  both  in  respect  of  the  amount  collected 
by  the  Council  and  as  to  the  prices  paid  by  the  Mills.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  £11  per  ton  was  paid  for  baled  mixed 
waste  paper,  and  in  June  this  was  increased  to  £16  per  ton, 
the  highest  price  ever  received  by  the  Council  for  this 
material.  A  bonus  system  was  instituted  for  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Collectors  based  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  col¬ 
lected  and  sold,  and  it  is  suggested  that  this  was  a  main 
reason  for  improved  collections  from  that  time  onwards. 

On  the  basis  of  these  collections  a  gross  income  from  the 
sale  of  salvage  of  £2,175  was  anticipated  during  the  financial 
year,  1951-52.  After  allowing  for  all  the  expenses  involved, 
it  was  estimated  that  the  net  profit  would  be  equivalent  to  an 
8d.  rate. 

The  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste  by  means  of  communal 
bins  continues,  but  there  is  very  little  enthusiasm  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  amongst  members  of  the  public  in  this  district. 


The  following  amounts  of  Salvage  were  sold  during  1951  : 


Tons 

Cwt. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  . 

....  109 

Hi . 

..  £1653 

13 

7 

Cardboard  Boxes  . 

.  3599 

..  £ 

44 

19 

3 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

19 

13  . 

56 

10 

9 

1  1 


Rodent  Control 

The  administration  of  Rodent  Control  is  included  in  the 
duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  an  employee  who  has 
been  specially  trained  carries  out  the  rodent  destruction 
amongst  his  other  duties.  The  disinfestation  procedure 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  carried  out  in 
all  instances. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  rodent  infestation  is  reasonably 
satisfactory.  There  are  no  reservoir  infestations  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  most  of  the  infestations  discovered  during  the  year 
were  of  a  minor  character.  The  sewers  in  the  area  have  been 
treated  for  rats  twice  during  the  year  and  the  results  indicate 
only  slight  infestation  in  a  particular  district.  The  Council’s 
Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  are  also  treated  regularly 
with  good  results. 

Annual  contracts  have  been  renewed  for  the  treatment  of 
10  business  premises  (including  3  agricultural)  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Operator.  These  premises  are  normally  treated  3  or  4 
times  each  year,  and  any  intermediate  notification  from  the 
occupiers  is  given  immediate  attention. 


The  following  table  gives  a  brief  summary  of  the  Rodent 
Control  carried  out  during  1951. 


Council 

Dwelling 

Business 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Properties 

Houses 

Premises 

Properties 

No. 

of  properties 
treated  .  6 

12 

10 

3 

No. 

of  treatments 
during  the  year  12 

14 

29 

14 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  formal  action  under 
this  heading  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspection 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  year  ...  2539 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  during  year  .  55 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  year  52 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/51  ...  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  the  year  3 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  year  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/51  1 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Accumulations  of  refuse  . 

...  22 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  13 

Butchers’  shops 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  21 

Cinemas  . 

•  •  •  •••  • • • 

1 

Conservancy  . 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

...  32 

Dairies  . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  16 

Disinfections  . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  12 

Disinfestations . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  15 

Drain  obstructions  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  61 

Drain  tests  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

9 

Drain  inspections 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  89 

Dustbins  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  18 

Factories  . 

•••  •••  • • • 

...  166 

Fish  shops . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Fish-frying  premises 

...  20 

Food  premises . 

•  .  •  .  .  .  ... 

...  93 

Hotels  and  licensed  premises 

...  23 

Housing  defects 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

...  382 

Ice  cream  premises  ... 

•  •  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

44 

Infectious  diseases  ... 

...  263 

Keeping  of  animals  ... 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  21 

Milk  retailing  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  28 

Market  inspections  ... 

•  «  •  •••  ••• 

...  42 

Offensive  trades 

•••  •••  ••• 

3 

Overcrowding  . 

•  ••  .  .  •  ... 

...  10 

Refuse  collection 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  47 

Refuse  disposal 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  49 

Rodent  control . 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  155 

Schools  . 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

2 

Shops  Acts  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  33 

Slaughterhouse,  meat 

inspection 

...  321 

Smoke  observations 

•  •o  •••  ,  ,  , 

5 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

. 

...  21 

Unsound  food  . 

. 

...  69 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises 

1 

Water  supplies . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

5 

Watercourses,  ditches 

and  ponds 

1 

Salvage  . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

...  166 

Fairgrounds  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

3 

Housing — visits  re  applicants  for  Council  houses 

...  99 

Miscellaneous,  interviews,  etc.  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. . . 

...  155 

2539 
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In  view  of  the  present  difficult  position  of  many  private 
landlords  in  connection  with  the  restriction  of  rents  and  in¬ 
creased  cost  of  repairs  it  may  be  considered  fortunate  that  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  Court  Proceedings  in  any 
case  during  the  year.  Property  owners  in  this  District  have 
on  the  whole  yielded  to  informal  persuasion  and  it  has  only 
been  necessary  to  appy  strong  pressure  in  a  very  few  cases. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  is  only  one  Offensive  Trade  in  the  District — a 
Bone-Boiler.  There  have  been  no  complaints  in  respect  of 
the  business  and  no  substantial  nuisances  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  on  routine  inspections. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  is  still  only  one  licensed  Moveable  Dwelling  in  the 
District.  The  licence  for  this  caravan  was  renewed  during  the 
year. 

An  application  for  licence  in  respect  of  a  caravan  on  an¬ 
other  site  was  submitted,  and,  although  the  Council  had  no 
objection  on  sanitary  grounds,  the  application  was  rejected 
by  the  Area  Planning  Committee. 

Public  Conveniences 

Further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  new  public  conveniences  in  the  town  centre.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  the  new  conveniences  for  ladies  were 
practically  completed  and  construction  of  the  gentlemen’s 
conveniences  had  been  commenced.  Provision  has  been  made 
for  a  washing  compartment  in  each  structure ;  this  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  public  service  which  has  previously  been  lacking  and 
will  be  of  particular  use  to  the  food  vendors  who  frequent 
the  weekly  market. 

Smoke  Abatement 

During  1951  five  timed  observations  were  taken  of  indus¬ 
trial  chimneys.  Where  smoke  emissions  have  on  isolated 
occasions  been  found  excessive  the  firms  concerned  have  co¬ 
operated  readily  with  a  view  to  preventing  further  nuisances. 

The  Salt  Works  mentioned  under  this  heading  in  previous 
reports  have  continued  to  discharge  black  smoke,  though  to 
a  somewhat  lesser  extent  than  previously,  and  very  few  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  from  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 

Further  improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation 
have  been  effected  at  a  number  of  Licensed  Premises.  The 
Brewery  Companies  have  been  found  co-operative  in  this 
respect  and  the  Ministry  of  Works  has  presented  no  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  granting  of  the  necessary  building  licences.  With 
few  exceptions  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  this  class  of 
premises  is  now  fairly  good.  Various  improvements  have  also 
been  made  to  the  beer  cellars  in  several  instances. 

Housing 

No  Formal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Acts 
during  1951.  No  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  no  houses 
demolished  as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders.  All  property 
repairs  enforced  by  the  Council  have  been  pursued  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  It  is  felt  that  this  has  been  sufficient  to 
cope  with  all  serious  and  urgent  items  of  disrepair  without 
resort  to  the  more  rigorous  procedure  required  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  consequent  complications  arising 
therefrom  at  the  present  time. 

Rehousing  still  constitutes  a  most  urgent  problem.  At  the 
end  of  1951  there  were  207  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  Register.  Although  regular  pruning  of  the  list 
eliminates  applicants  who  have  failed  to  re-apply  or  who  have 
found  other  accommodation,  this  reduction  in  numbers  is  off¬ 
set  by  new  applicants  who  amounted  to  90  within  the  12 
months.  It  would  appear  that  until  the  allocation  of  Council 
houses  is  substantially  increased  the  waiting  list  of  applicants 
(including  many  deserving  cases)  will  not  be  effectively 
reduced. 

Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year : 


By  Local  Authority  .  46 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  7 

Crewe  Road  Site 


During  the  year  30  houses  and  16  flats  were  completed, 
bringing  the  total  completed  dwellings  on  this  site  to  52. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  36  houses  were  under  construction. 

Plans  Passed 

New  dwelling  houses  .  20 

Private  garages  .  26 

Additions  and  alterations  to  dwelling  houses  15 
Other  buildings  .  15 
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Building  Licences 

New  dwelling  houses  .  11 

Improvement  of  sanitary  conditions  .  2 

Structural  repairs  .  6 

Additional  accommodation  .  2 

Miscellaneous  . 2 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  Inspection 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Flatt  Lane, 
Sandbach,  deals  with  the  whole  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Sandbach,  Middlewich  and  Alsager  and 
parts  of  the  surrounding  Rural  Areas,  and  all  animals 
slaughtered  at  this  abattoir  are  inspected  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Cows  Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  . 

544 

797 

291 

3594 

184 

5410 

Number  inspected  . . 

544 

797 

291 

3594 

184 

5410 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

7 

6 

2 

3 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

215 

526 

2 

763 

23 

1529 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  . 

39.7 

66.9 

2.7 

21.3 

14.1 

28.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

6 

22 

— 

— 

1 

29 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

112 

363 

3 

— 

5 

483 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  .. 

21.7 

48.3 

1 

— 

3.3 

9.5 

19 


Analysis  in  Lbs.  of  Condemned  Meat 


Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Tuberculosis  . 

30552 

37 

— 

200 

Parasities  . 

7845 

- — 

972 

10 

Fever  . 

1548 

— 

— 

88 

Septicaemia  . 

1354 

— 

— 

68 

Dropsy  . 

392 

— 

— 

78 

Abscesses  . 

358 

7 

66 

— 

Septic  Pericarditis  . 

231 

— 

- — 

— 

Actinomycosis  . 

50 

— 

— 

— 

Melanosis  . 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Moribund  . 

— 

— 

45 

— 

Umbilical  Pyaemia  . 

— 

138 

— 

— 

Immaturity  . 

— 

73 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous,  injuries,  etc. 

2328 

40 

41 

249 

44688 

295 

1124 

693 

15  cases  of  Cysticercus 

Bovis 

were  detected  during  the 

year. 

Points  of  interest  which  can  be  extracted  from  the  above 
tables  are : 

(a)  A  better  class  of  beef  appears  to  have  been 
issued  to  the  District,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in 
1951,  41%.  of  the  cattle  slaughtered  were  young  animals, 
whereas  in  the  previous  year  the  proportion  was  only 
34%. 

(b)  The  rate  of  Tuberculosis  amongst  cattle  is  still 
noticeably  high,  and  this  particular  disease  accounts  for 
almost  three-quarters  of  the  beef  condemned. 

(c)  The  total  meat  condemned  during  the  year  1951 
represents  5  lb.  per  head  in  relation  to  the  population  of 
Sandbach  Urban  District,  or  only  about  2  lb.  per  head  of 
the  whole  population  served  by  this  Slaughterhouse. 

Whilst  figures  relating  to  the  condemnation  of  meat  can 
appear  rather  alarming,  it  is  important  to  remember  that 
Meat  Inspection  is  a  two-edged  sword,  in  that,  although  it 
ensures  that  no  unsound  meat  leaves  the  slaughterhouse,  it 
also  provides  that  the  maximum  amount  of  sound  meat  is 
saved. 

Regular  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  were  made 
throughout  the  year  and  conditions  found  were  generally 
satisfactory. 


Other  Foods 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared,  stored  or  sold,  and  the  occupiers  have  been  found 
co-operative  in  any  proposals  made  to  improve  food  hygiene. 
The  most  difficult  cases  dealt  with  are  the  small  general 
shops,  where,  in  premises  which  are  usually  far  too  inadequate 
in  size,  fresh  food  is  sold  together  with  greengrocery,  hard¬ 
ware,  paraffin  and  many  other  domestic  requirements.  Even 
in  these  cases  much  has  been  accomplished  informally  by 
re-arrangement  of  stocks  and  the  provision  of  glass  show¬ 
cases  for  cakes,  and  covers  for  cooked  meat,  etc. 

26  premises  are  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or  potted,  pickled 
or  preserved  food. 

4  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  21  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  only  of 
ice  cream. 


The  following  Unsound  Foods  were  condemned  during 
the  year : — 


314  Tins  Fruit 

130  lb.  Bacon 

53  Tins  Milk 

90  lb.  Ham 

82  Tins  Meat 

24  lb.  Cheese 

118  Tins  Vegetables 

56  lb.  Margarine 

10  Tins  Jam 

112  lb.  Fish 

29  Tins  Soup 

25  Boxes  Imported  Pears 

37  Tins  Fish 

64  Pkts.  Pudding  Mixture 

30  Bottles  Fruit 

184  Chocolate  Marshmallows 

1  Bottle  Vegetable 

48  Pkts.  Biscuits 

1  Christmas  Pudding 

2  Pkts.  Cheese 

Milk 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  as  regards  this  Coun¬ 


cil  was  as  follows : 

Registered  Dairies  .  3 

Registered  Distributors .  ...  9 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk .  3 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  .  6 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  .  1 

Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  T.T.  Milk  ...  4 


Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  Pasteurised 

Milk  .  5 

Supplementary  Licences  in  respect  of  Sterilised  Milk  1 
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Apart  from  routine  inspection  of  the  dairies,  the  milk 
purveyors’  vehicles  are  periodically  inspected  at  the  roadside 
to  ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Milk  Regulations. 

Factories 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  are  made  from  time  to 
time  and  the  following  tables  indicate  the  position  for  1951  : 


No.  on 

No.  of 

Inspec- 

No.  of 

Written 

No.  of 

Owners 

Prose- 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

cuted 

Premises 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  enforced  by 
by  Local  Authority  . 

49 

69 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

47 

72 

2 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

10 

25 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

106 

166 

2 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Referred  Prosecu- 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  tions 
Found  Remedied  Insp.  Insp.  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  1  1  —  1  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

insufficient  . .  2  2  —  1  — 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  .  2  111  — 


TOTALS  ...  5  4  1  3 
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